
Declaring a National Emergency at the Southern Border of the United States 
 
January 20, 2025  
 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, I hereby proclaim: 
 
America’s sovereignty is under attack.  Our southern border is overrun by cartels, 
criminal gangs, known terrorists, human traffickers, smugglers, unvetted military-age 
males from foreign adversaries, and illicit narcotics that harm Americans, including 
America. 
 
This invasion has caused widespread chaos and suffering in our country over the last 4 
years.  It has led to the horrific and inexcusable murders of many innocent American 
citizens, including women and children, at the hands of illegal aliens.  Foreign criminal 
gangs and cartels have begun seizing control of parts of cities, attacking our most 
vulnerable citizens, and terrorizing Americans beyond the control of local law 
enforcement.  Cartels control vast territories just south of our southern border, 
effectively controlling who can and cannot travel to the United States from Mexico. 
Hundreds of thousands of Americans have tragically died from drug overdoses because 
of the illicit narcotics that have flowed across the southern border. 
 
This assault on the American people and the integrity of America’s sovereign borders 
represents a grave threat to our Nation. 
 
Because of the gravity and emergency of this present danger and imminent threat, it is 
necessary for the Armed Forces to take all appropriate action to assist the Department 
of Homeland Security in obtaining full operational control of the southern border. 
 
To protect the security and safety of United States citizens, to protect each of the States 
against invasion, and to uphold my duty to take care that the laws be faithfully executed, 
it is my responsibility as President to ensure that the illegal entry of aliens into the 
United States via the southern border be immediately and entirely stopped. 
 
As Commander in Chief, I have no more solemn duty than to protect the American 
people. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, President of the United States of America, 
by the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, including sections 201 and 301 of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 
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1601 et seq.), hereby declare that a national emergency exists at the southern border of 
the United States, and that section 12302 of title 10, United States Code, is invoked and 
made available, according to its terms, to the Secretaries of the military departments 
concerned, subject to the direction of the Secretary of Defense.  To provide additional 
authority to the Department of Defense to support the Federal Government’s response 
to the emergency at the southern border, I hereby declare that this emergency requires 
use of the Armed Forces and, in accordance with section 301 of the National 
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1631), that the construction authority provided in section 
2808 of title 10, United States Code, is invoked and made available, according to its 
terms, to the Secretary of Defense and, at the discretion of the Secretary of Defense, to 
the Secretaries of the military departments.  I hereby direct as follows: 
 
Section 1.  Deployment of Personnel and Resources.  The Secretary of Defense, or the 
Secretary of each relevant military department, as appropriate and consistent with 
applicable law, shall order as many units or members of the Armed Forces, including 
the Ready Reserve and the National Guard, as the Secretary of Defense determines to 
be appropriate to support the activities of the Secretary of Homeland Security in 
obtaining complete operational control of the southern border of the United States.  The 
Secretary of Defense shall further take all appropriate action to facilitate the operational 
needs of the Secretary of Homeland Security along the southern border, including 
through the provision of appropriate detention space, transportation (including aircraft), 
and other logistics services in support of civilian-controlled law enforcement operations. 
 
Sec. 2.  Additional Physical Barriers.  The Secretaries of Defense and Homeland 
Security shall immediately take all appropriate action, consistent with law, including 10 
U.S.C. 2214, to construct additional physical barriers along the southern border.  To the 
extent possible, the Secretaries of Defense and Homeland Security shall coordinate 
with any Governor of a State that is willing to assist with the deployment of any physical 
infrastructure to improve operational security at the southern border. 
 
Sec. 3.  Unmanned Aerial Systems.  The Secretary of Transportation and the Federal 
Communications Commission shall, consistent with applicable law, consider waiving all 
applicable Federal Aviation Administration and Federal Communications Commission 
regulations or policies, respectively, that restrict the Department of Homeland Security’s 
ability to counter unmanned aerial systems within 5 miles of the southern border. 
 
Sec. 4.  Revision of Policies and Strategies.  The Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with the Attorney General, shall take all 
appropriate action, consistent with law, to prioritize the impedance and denial of the 
unauthorized physical entry of aliens across the southern border of the United States, 



and to ensure that use of force policies prioritize the safety and security of Department 
of Homeland Security personnel and of members of the Armed Forces. 
 
Sec. 5.  Revocation.  Proclamation 10142 of January 20, 2021 (Termination of 
Emergency With Respect to the Southern Border of the United States and Redirection 
of Funds Diverted to Border Wall Construction), is hereby revoked. 
 
Sec. 6.  Reporting Requirement.  (a)  Within 30 days of the date of this proclamation, 
the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the President, through the Homeland Security 
Advisor, a report outlining all actions taken to fulfill the requirements and objectives of 
this proclamation; and 
(b)  Within 90 days of the date of this proclamation, the Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall submit a joint report to the President about the 
conditions at the southern border of the United States and any recommendations 
regarding additional actions that may be necessary to obtain complete operational 
control of the southern border, including whether to invoke the Insurrection Act of 1807. 
 
Sec. 7.  General Provisions.  (a)  Nothing in this proclamation shall be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect: 
 
(i)   the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, or the head 
thereof; or 
 
(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget relating to 
budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
 
(b)  This proclamation shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and subject 
to the availability of appropriations. 
 
(c)  This proclamation is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, 
or any other person. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of January, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-five, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and forty-ninth. 
 



DESIGNATING CARTELS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS AS FOREIGN 
TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS AND SPECIALLY DESIGNATED GLOBAL 
TERRORISTS 
 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), 8 U.S.C. 
1101 et seq., the International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA),50 U.S.C. 
1701 et seq. it is hereby ordered: 
 
Section 1.  Purpose.  This order creates a process by which certain international cartels 
(the Cartels) and other organizations will be designated as Foreign Terrorist 
Organizations, consistent with section 219 of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1189), or Specially 
Designated Global Terrorists, consistent with IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1702) and Executive 
Order 13224 of September 23, 2001 (Blocking Property and Prohibiting Transactions 
With Persons Who Commit, Threaten to Commit, or Support Terrorism), as amended. 
 
(a)  International cartels constitute a national-security threat beyond that posed by 
traditional organized crime, with activities encompassing: 
 
(i)    convergence between themselves and a range of extra-hemispheric actors, from 
designated foreign-terror organizations to antagonistic foreign governments; 
 
(ii)   complex adaptive systems, characteristic of entities engaged in insurgency and 
asymmetric warfare; and 
 
(iii)  infiltration into foreign governments across the Western Hemisphere. 
 
The Cartels have engaged in a campaign of violence and terror throughout the Western 
Hemisphere that has not only destabilized countries with significant importance for our 
national interests but also flooded the United States with deadly drugs, violent criminals, 
and vicious gangs. 
 
The Cartels functionally control, through a campaign of assassination, terror, rape, and 
brute force nearly all illegal traffic across the southern border of the United States.  In 
certain portions of Mexico, they function as quasi-governmental entities, controlling 
nearly all aspects of society.  The Cartels’ activities threaten the safety of the American 
people, the security of the United States, and the stability of the international order in 
the Western Hemisphere.  Their activities, proximity to, and incursions into the physical 
territory of the United States pose an unacceptable national security risk to the United 
States. 
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(b)  Other transnational organizations, such as Tren de Aragua (TdA) and La Mara 
Salvatrucha (MS-13) pose similar threats to the United States.  Their campaigns of 
violence and terror in the United States and internationally are extraordinarily violent, 
vicious, and similarly threaten the stability of the international order in the Western 
Hemisphere. 
 
(c)  The Cartels and other transnational organizations, such as TdA and MS-13, operate 
both within and outside the United States.  They present an unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the United States.  I 
hereby declare a national emergency, under IEEPA, to deal with those threats. 
Sec. 2.  Policy.  It is the policy of the United States to ensure the total elimination of 
these organizations’ presence in the United States and their ability to threaten the 
territory, safety, and security of the United States through their extraterritorial 
command-and-control structures, thereby protecting the American people and the 
territorial integrity of the United States. 
 
Sec. 3.  Implementation.  (a)  Within 14 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of 
State shall take all appropriate action, in consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Attorney General, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the Director of National 
Intelligence, to make a recommendation regarding the designation of any cartel or other 
organization described in section 1 of this order as a Foreign Terrorist Organization 
consistent with 8 U.S.C. 1189 and/or a Specially Designated Global Terrorist consistent 
with 50 U.S.C. 1702 and Executive Order 13224. 
 
(b)  Within 14 days of the date of this order, the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall take all appropriate action, in consultation with the Secretary of 
State, to make operational preparations regarding the implementation of any decision I 
make to invoke the Alien Enemies Act, 50 U.S.C. 21 et seq., in relation to the existence 
of any qualifying invasion or predatory incursion against the territory of the United 
States by a qualifying actor, and to prepare such facilities as necessary to expedite the 
removal of those who may be designated under this order. 
 
Sec. 4.  General Provisions.  (a)  Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or 
otherwise affect: 
 
(i)   the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, or the head 
thereof; or 
 



(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget relating to 
budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
 
(b)  This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations. 
 
(c)  This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the United States, its 
departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE,  
​ January 20, 2025.  
 



Statement from a DHS Spokesperson 

on Directives Expanding Law 

Enforcement and Ending the Abuse of 

Humanitarian Parole 

Release Date: January 21, 2025 

WASHINGTON – Yesterday, Acting Department of Homeland Security Secretary 
Benjamine Huffman issued two directives essential to ending the invasion of the US 
southern border and empower law enforcement to protect Americans.  

The first directive rescinds the Biden Administration’s guidelines for Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Protection (CBP) enforcement 
actions that thwart law enforcement in or near so-called “sensitive” areas. The second 
directive ends the broad abuse of humanitarian parole and returns the program to a 
case-by-case basis. ICE and CBP will phase out any parole programs that are not in 
accordance with the law. The following statement is attributable to a DHS 
Spokesperson: 

“This action empowers the brave men and women in CBP and ICE to enforce our 
immigration laws and catch criminal aliens—including murders and rapists—who have 
illegally come into our country. Criminals will no longer be able to hide in America’s 
schools and churches to avoid arrest. The Trump Administration will not tie the hands of 
our brave law enforcement, and instead trusts them to use common sense. 

“The Biden-Harris Administration abused the humanitarian parole program to 
indiscriminately allow 1.5 million migrants to enter our country. This was all stopped on 
day one of the Trump Administration. This action will return the humanitarian parole 
program to its original purpose of looking at migrants on a case-by-case basis.”  
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GUARANTEEING THE STATES PROTECTION AGAINST INVASION 

January 20, 2025 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 
 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, I hereby proclaim: 
 
An essential feature of any sovereign nation is the existence of territorial boundaries 
and the inherent authority to decide who and what may cross those boundaries.  The 
Supreme Court of the United States has described this power as a “fundamental act of 
sovereignty,” which “stems not alone from legislative power but is inherent in the 
executive power to control the foreign affairs of the nation.”  U.S. ex rel. Knauff v. 
Shaughnessy, 338 U.S. 537, 542 (1950).  The Supreme Court has recognized the 
inherent right and duty of the Executive Branch to defend our national sovereignty, 
stating that “[w]hen Congress prescribes a procedure concerning the admissibility of 
aliens, it is not dealing alone with a legislative power.  It is implementing an inherent 
executive power.”  Id. 
 
The Congress has, in establishing “an uniform Rule of Naturalization,” created a 
complex and comprehensive Federal scheme in the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(INA), 8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq., to control the entry and exit of people and goods across 
the borders of the United States.  In routine circumstances, this complex and 
comprehensive scheme can protect the national sovereignty of the United States by 
facilitating the admission of individuals whose presence serves the national interest and 
preventing the admission of those who do not, such as those aliens who pose threats to 
public health, section 212(a)(1) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(1); safety, section 212(a)(2) 
(8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)); and national security, section 212(a)(3) (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)).  
Prospective immigrants who use the visa system are screened for such health, safety, 
and security concerns while outside of the United States, and are not permitted to enter 
the United States until they establish that they are eligible to be admitted as a matter of 
law and should be admitted as a matter of discretion. 
 
But screening under those provisions of the INA can be wholly ineffective in the border 
environment, where access to necessary information is limited for aliens who have 
traveled from countries around the world to enter the United States illegally, or when the 
system is overwhelmed, leading to the unauthorized entry of innumerable illegal aliens 
into the United States. 
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Due to significant information gaps — particularly in the border environment — and 
processing times, Federal officials do not have the ability to verify with certainty the 
criminal record or national-security risks associated with the illegal entry of every alien 
at the southern border, as required by section 212(a)(2)-(3) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 
1182(a)(2)-(3).  Nor do aliens who illegally cross the southern border readily provide 
comprehensive background information from their home countries to Federal law 
enforcement officials. 
 
The public safety and national security risks in such an environment are heightened by 
the presence of, and control of territory by, international cartels and other transnational 
criminal organizations on the other side of the southern border, as well as terrorists and 
other malign actors who intend to harm the United States and the American people.  
And the risks associated with these issues are greatly exacerbated when the number of 
aliens illegally crossing the southern border increases to levels that prevent actual 
operational control of the border. 
 
The same is true for public health, where the Federal Government currently lacks an 
effective operational capability to screen all illegal aliens crossing the southern border 
for communicable diseases of public-health concern, as required by section 212(a)(1) of 
the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(1).  Effectively no aliens who illegally enter the United States 
provide Federal officials at the southern border with their comprehensive health 
information, as a lawful immigrant would.  As a result, innumerable aliens potentially 
carrying communicable diseases of public health significance illegally cross the 
southern border and enter communities across the United States. 
 
Over the last 4 years, at least 8 million illegal aliens were encountered along the 
southern border of the United States, and countless millions more evaded detection and 
illegally entered the United States.  The sheer number of aliens entering the United 
States has overwhelmed the system and rendered many of the INA’s provisions 
ineffective, including those previously described that are intended to prevent aliens 
posing threats to public health, safety, and national security from entering the United 
States.  As a result, millions of aliens who potentially pose significant threats to health, 
safety, and national security have moved into communities nationwide. 
 
This ongoing influx of illegal aliens across the southern border of the United States has 
placed significant costs and constraints upon the States, which have collectively spent 
billions of dollars in providing medical care and related human services, and have spent 
considerable amounts on increased law enforcement costs associated with the 
presence of these illegal aliens within their boundaries. 
 



In joining the Union, the States agreed to surrender much of their sovereignty and join 
the Union in exchange for the Federal Government’s promise in Article IV, Section 4 of 
the U.S. Constitution, to “protect each of [the States] against Invasion.”  I have 
determined that the current state of the southern border reveals that the Federal 
Government has failed in fulfilling this obligation to the States and hereby declare that 
an invasion is ongoing at the southern border, which requires the Federal Government 
to take measures to fulfill its obligation to the States. 
 
The INA provides the President with certain emergency tools.  For example, it states 
that “[w]henever the President finds that the entry of any aliens or of any class of aliens 
into the United States would be detrimental to the interests of the United States, he may 
by proclamation, and for such period as he shall deem necessary, suspend the entry of 
all aliens or any class of aliens as immigrants or nonimmigrants, or impose on the entry 
of aliens any restrictions he may deem to be appropriate.”  8 U.S.C. 1182(f).  This 
statute “exudes deference to the President in every clause.”  Trump v. Hawaii, 585 U.S. 
667, 684 (2018).  Further, the INA renders it unlawful for “any alien to depart from or 
enter or attempt to depart from or enter the United States except under such reasonable 
rules, regulations, and orders, and subject to such limitations and exceptions as the 
President may prescribe.”  8 U.S.C. 1185(a)(1). 
 
Historically, Presidents have used these statutory authorities to deny entry of 
designated classes and categories of aliens into the United States through ports of 
entry.  But if the President has the power to deny entry of any alien into the United 
States, and to impose any restrictions as he may deem appropriate, this authority 
necessarily includes the right to deny the physical entry of aliens into the United States 
and impose restrictions on access to portions of the immigration system, particularly 
when the number of aliens illegally crossing the southern border prevents the Federal 
Government from obtaining operational control of the border. 
 
The INA does not, however, occupy the Federal Government’s field of authority to 
protect the sovereignty of the United States, particularly in times of emergency when 
entire provisions of the INA are rendered ineffective by operational constraints, such as 
when there is an ongoing invasion into the States.  The President’s inherent powers to 
control the borders of the United States, including those deriving from his authority to 
control the foreign affairs of the United States, necessarily include the ability to prevent 
the physical entry of aliens involved in an invasion into the United States, and to rapidly 
repatriate them to an alternative location.  Only through such measures can the 
President guarantee the right of each State to be protected against invasion. 
 



By the power vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States, I have 
determined that the current situation at the southern border qualifies as an invasion 
under Article IV, Section 4 of the Constitution of the United States.  Accordingly, I am 
issuing this Proclamation based on my express and inherent powers in Article II of the 
Constitution of the United States, and in faithful execution of the immigration laws 
passed by the Congress, and suspending the physical entry of aliens involved in an 
invasion into the United States across the southern border until I determine that the 
invasion has concluded. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Donald J. Trump, President of the United States of America, by 
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, including sections 212(f) and 215(a) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1182(f) and 1185(a), 
and section 301 of title 3, United States Code, hereby direct as follows: 
 
Section 1.  Suspension of Entry.  I hereby proclaim, pursuant to sections 212(f) and 
215(a) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1182(f) and 1185(a), that the entry into the United States on 
or after the date of this order of aliens engaged in the invasion across the southern 
border is detrimental to the interests of the United States.  I therefore direct that entry 
into the United States of such aliens be suspended until I issue a finding that the 
invasion at the southern border has ceased. 
 
Sec. 2.  Imposition of Restrictions on Entry for Aliens Invading the United States.  I 
hereby proclaim, pursuant to sections 212(f) and 215(a) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1182(f) 
and 1185(a), that aliens engaged in the invasion across the southern border of the 
United States on or after the date of this proclamation are restricted from invoking 
provisions of the INA that would permit their continued presence in the United States, 
including, but not limited to, section 208 of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1158, until I issue a finding 
that the invasion at the southern border has ceased. 
 
Sec. 3.  Suspension of and Restriction on Entry for Aliens Posing Public Health, Safety, 
or National Security Risks.  I hereby proclaim, pursuant to sections 212(f) and 215(a) of 
the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1182(f) and 1185(a), that the entry into the United States, on or after 
the date of this order, of any alien who fails, before entering the United States, to 
provide Federal officials with sufficient medical information and reliable criminal history 
and background information as to enable fulfillment of the requirements of sections 
212(a)(1)-(3) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(1)-(3), is detrimental to the interests of the 
United States.  I therefore direct that entry into the United States of such aliens be 
suspended and restrict their access to provisions of the INA that would permit their 
continued presence in the United States, including, but not limited to, section 208 of the 
INA, 8 U.S.C. 1158. 



 
Sec. 4.  Constitutional Suspension of Physical Entry.  Under the authorities provided to 
me under Article II of the Constitution of the United States, including my control over 
foreign affairs, and to effectuate the guarantee of protection against invasion required by 
Article IV, Section 4, I hereby suspend the physical entry of any alien engaged in the 
invasion across the southern border of the United States, and direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, in coordination with the Secretary of State and the Attorney 
General, to take appropriate actions as may be necessary to achieve the objectives of 
this proclamation, until I issue a finding that the invasion at the southern border has 
ceased. 
 
Sec. 5.  Operational Actions to Repel the Invasion.  The Secretary of Homeland 
Security, in coordination with the Secretary of State and the Attorney General, shall take 
all appropriate action to repel, repatriate, or remove any alien engaged in the invasion 
across the southern border of the United States on or after the date of this order, 
whether as an exercise of the suspension power in section 212(f) and 215(a) of the INA, 
8 U.S.C. 1182(f) and 1185(a), or as an exercise of my delegated authority under the 
Constitution of the United States, until I issue a finding that the invasion at the southern 
border has ceased. 
 
Sec. 6.  General Provisions. (a)  Nothing in this proclamation shall be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect: 
 
(i)   the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, or the head 
thereof; or 
 
(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget relating to 
budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
 
(b)  This proclamation shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and subject 
to the availability of appropriations. 
 
(c)  This proclamation is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the 
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, 
or any other person. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day of January, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-five, and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the two hundred and forty-ninth. 
 



Protecting the Meaning and Value of American Citizenship 
 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, it is hereby ordered: 
 
Section 1.  Purpose.  The privilege of United States citizenship is a priceless and 
profound gift.  The Fourteenth Amendment states:  “All persons born or naturalized in 
the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United 
States and of the State wherein they reside.”  That provision rightly repudiated the 
Supreme Court of the United States’s shameful decision in Dred Scott v. Sandford, 60 
U.S. (19 How.) 393 (1857), which misinterpreted the Constitution as permanently 
excluding people of African descent from eligibility for United States citizenship solely 
based on their race.  
 
But the Fourteenth Amendment has never been interpreted to extend citizenship 
universally to everyone born within the United States.  The Fourteenth Amendment has 
always excluded from birthright citizenship persons who were born in the United States 
but not “subject to the jurisdiction thereof.”  Consistent with this understanding, the 
Congress has further specified through legislation that “a person born in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof” is a national and citizen of the United 
States at birth, 8 U.S.C. 1401, generally mirroring the Fourteenth Amendment’s text.   
 
Among the categories of individuals born in the United States and not subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, the privilege of United States citizenship does not automatically 
extend to persons born in the United States:  (1) when that person’s mother was 
unlawfully present in the United States and the father was not a United States citizen or 
lawful permanent resident at the time of said person’s birth, or (2) when that person’s 
mother’s presence in the United States at the time of said person’s birth was lawful but 
temporary (such as, but not limited to, visiting the United States under the auspices of 
the Visa Waiver Program or visiting on a student, work, or tourist visa) and the father 
was not a United States citizen or lawful permanent resident at the time of said person’s 
birth. 
 
Sec. 2.  Policy.  (a)  It is the policy of the United States that no department or agency of 
the United States government shall issue documents recognizing United States 
citizenship, or accept documents issued by State, local, or other governments or 
authorities purporting to recognize United States citizenship, to persons:  (1) when that 
person’s mother was unlawfully present in the United States and the person’s father 
was not a United States citizen or lawful permanent resident at the time of said person’s 
birth, or (2) when that person’s mother’s presence in the United States was lawful but 
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temporary, and the person’s father was not a United States citizen or lawful permanent 
resident at the time of said person’s birth. 
 
(b)  Subsection (a) of this section shall apply only to persons who are born within the 
United States after 30 days from the date of this order. 
 
(c)  Nothing in this order shall be construed to affect the entitlement of other individuals, 
including children of lawful permanent residents, to obtain documentation of their United 
States citizenship.  
 
Sec. 3.  Enforcement.  (a)  The Secretary of State, the Attorney General, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, and the Commissioner of Social Security shall take all 
appropriate measures to ensure that the regulations and policies of their respective 
departments and agencies are consistent with this order, and that no officers, 
employees, or agents of their respective departments and agencies act, or forbear from 
acting, in any manner inconsistent with this order. 
 
(b)  The heads of all executive departments and agencies shall issue public guidance 
within 30 days of the date of this order regarding this order’s implementation with 
respect to their operations and activities. 
 
Sec. 4.  Definitions.  As used in this order: 
 
(a)  “Mother” means the immediate female biological progenitor. 
 
(b)  “Father” means the immediate male biological progenitor. 
 
Sec. 5.  General Provisions.  (a)  Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or 
otherwise affect: 
 
(i)   the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, or the head 
thereof; or 
 
(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget relating to 
budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
 
(b)  This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations. 
 



(c)  This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the United States, its 
departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
​ January 20, 2025. 
 



PROTECTING THE UNITED STATES FROM FOREIGN TERRORISTS 
AND OTHER 
 
NATIONAL SECURITY AND PUBLIC SAFETY THREATS 
 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the 
laws of the United States of America, including the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (INA), 8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq., and section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code, it is hereby ordered: 
 
Section 1.  Policy and Purpose.  (a)  It is the policy of the United States 
to protect its citizens from aliens who intend to commit terrorist attacks, 
threaten our national security, espouse hateful ideology, or otherwise 
exploit the immigration laws for malevolent purposes. 
 
(b)  To protect Americans, the United States must be vigilant during the 
visa-issuance process to ensure that those aliens approved for 
admission into the United States do not intend to harm Americans or our 
national interests. More importantly, the United States must identify them 
before their admission or entry into the United States. And the United 
States must ensure that admitted aliens and aliens otherwise already 
present in the United States do not bear hostile attitudes toward its 
citizens, culture, government, institutions, or founding principles, and do 
not advocate for, aid, or support designated foreign terrorists and other 
threats to our national security. 
 
Sec. 2.  Enhanced Vetting and Screening Across Agencies. 
 
(a)  The Secretary of State, in coordination with the Attorney General, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the Director of National 
Intelligence, shall promptly: 
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(i)    identify all resources that may be used to ensure that all aliens 
seeking admission to the United States, or who are already in the United 
States, are vetted and screened to the maximum degree possible; 
 

(ii)   determine the information needed from any country to 
adjudicate any visa, admission, or other benefit under the INA for one of 
its nationals, and to ascertain whether the individual seeking the benefit 
is who the individual claims to be and that the individual is not a security 
or public-safety threat; 
 

(iii)  re-establish a uniform baseline for screening and vetting 
standards and procedures, consistent with the uniform baseline that 
existed on January 19, 2021, that will be used for any alien seeking a 
visa or immigration benefit of any kind; and 
 

(iv)   vet and screen to the maximum degree possible all aliens who 
intend to be admitted, enter, or are already inside the United States, 
particularly those aliens coming from regions or nations with identified 
security risks. 
 
(b)  Within 60 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of State, the 
Attorney General, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and the Director 
of National Intelligence shall jointly submit to the President, through the 
Assistant to the President for Homeland Security, a report: 
 

(i)   identifying countries throughout the world for which vetting and 
screening information is so deficient as to warrant a partial or full 
suspension on the admission of nationals from those countries pursuant 
to section 212(f) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)); and 
 

(ii)  identifying how many nationals from those countries have 
entered or have been admitted into the United States on or since 
January 20, 2021, and any other information the Secretaries and 



Attorney General deem relevant to the actions or activities of such 
nationals since their admission or entry to the United States. 
 
(c)  Whenever information is identified that would support the exclusion 
or removal of any alien described in subsection 2(b), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall take immediate steps to exclude or remove that 
alien unless she determines that doing so would inhibit a significant 
pending investigation or prosecution of the alien for a serious criminal 
offense or would be contrary to the national security interests of the 
United States. 
 
Sec. 3.  Additional Measures to Protect the Nation.  As soon as possible, 
but no later than 30 days from the date of this order, the Secretary of 
State, in coordination with the Attorney General, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, and the Director of National Intelligence, shall also: 
(a)  Evaluate and adjust all existing regulations, policies, procedures, 
and provisions of the Foreign Service Manual, or guidance of any kind 
pertaining to each of the grounds of inadmissibility listed in sections 
212(a)(2)-(3) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)-(3)), to ensure the 
continued safety and security of the American people and our 
constitutional republic; 
(b)  Ensure that sufficient safeguards are in place to prevent any refugee 
or stateless individual from being admitted to the United States without 
undergoing stringent identification verification beyond that required of 
any other alien seeking admission or entry to the United States; 
(c)  Evaluate all visa programs to ensure that they are not used by 
foreign nation-states or other hostile actors to harm the security, 
economic, political, cultural, or other national interests of the United 
States; 
 
(d)  Recommend any actions necessary to protect the American people 
from the actions of foreign nationals who have undermined or seek to 
undermine the fundamental constitutional rights of the American people, 



including, but not limited to, our Citizens’ rights to freedom of speech and 
the free exercise of religion protected by the First Amendment, who 
preach or call for sectarian violence, the overthrow or replacement of the 
culture on which our constitutional Republic stands, or who provide aid, 
advocacy, or support for foreign terrorists; 
 
(e)  Ensure the devotion of adequate resources to identify and take 
appropriate action for offenses described in 8 U.S.C. 1451; 
 
(f)  Evaluate the adequacy of programs designed to ensure the proper 
assimilation of lawful immigrants into the United States, and recommend 
any additional measures to be taken that promote a unified American 
identity and attachment to the Constitution, laws, and founding principles 
of the United States; and 
 
(g)  Recommend any additional actions to protect the American people 
and our constitutional republic from foreign threats. 
 
Sec. 4.  General Provisions. (a)  Nothing in this order shall be construed 
to impair or otherwise affect: 
 
(i)   the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, 
or the head thereof; or 
 
(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
 
(b)  This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 
 
(c)  This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 



party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its 
officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
​ January 20 2025. 
 

 



REALIGNING THE United States REFUGEE ADMISSIONS PROGRAM 
 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), 8 U.S.C. 
1101 et seq., and section 301 of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby ordered: 
 
Section 1.  Purpose.  Over the last 4 years, the United States has been inundated with 
record levels of migration, including through the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program 
(USRAP).  Cities and small towns alike, from Charleroi, Pennsylvania, and Springfield, 
Ohio, to Whitewater, Wisconsin, have seen significant influxes of migrants.  Even major 
urban centers such as New York City, Chicago, and Denver have sought Federal aid to 
manage the burden of new arrivals.  Some jurisdictions, like New York and 
Massachusetts, have even recently declared states of emergency because of increased 
migration. 
 
The United States lacks the ability to absorb large numbers of migrants, and in 
particular, refugees, into its communities in a manner that does not compromise the 
availability of resources for Americans, that protects their safety and security, and that 
ensures the appropriate assimilation of refugees.  This order suspends the USRAP until 
such time as the further entry into the United States of refugees aligns with the interests 
of the United States. 
 
Sec. 2.  Policy.  It is the policy of the United States to ensure that public safety and 
national security are paramount considerations in the administration of the USRAP, and 
to admit only those refugees who can fully and appropriately assimilate into the United 
States and to ensure that the United States preserves taxpayer resources for its 
citizens.  It is also the policy of the United States that, to the extent permitted by law and 
as practicable, State and local jurisdictions be granted a role in the process of 
determining the placement or settlement in their jurisdictions of aliens eligible to be 
admitted to the United States as refugees. 
 
Sec. 3.  Realignment of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program.  (a)  I hereby proclaim, 
pursuant to sections 212(f) and 215(a) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1182(f) and 1185(a), that 
entry into the United States of refugees under the USRAP would be detrimental to the 
interests of the United States.  I therefore direct that entry into the United States of 
refugees under the USRAP be suspended — subject to the exceptions set forth in 
subsection (c) of this section — until a finding is made in accordance with section 4 of 
this order.  This suspension shall take effect at 12:01 am eastern standard time on 
January 27, 2025. 
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(b)  The Secretary of Homeland Security shall suspend decisions on applications for 
refugee status, until a finding is made in accordance with section 4 of this order. 
 
(c)  Notwithstanding the suspension of the USRAP imposed pursuant to subsections (a) 
and (b) of this section, the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Homeland Security 
may jointly determine to admit aliens to the United States as refugees on a 
case-by-case basis, in their discretion, but only so long as they determine that the entry 
of such aliens as refugees is in the national interest and does not pose a threat to the 
security or welfare of the United States. 
 
(d)  The Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with the Attorney General, shall 
examine existing law to determine the extent to which, consistent with applicable law, 
State and local jurisdictions may have greater involvement in the process of determining 
the placement or resettlement of refugees in their jurisdictions, and shall devise a 
proposal to lawfully promote such involvement.  In all cases, the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall ensure that the State and local 
consultation requirements in 8 U.S.C. 1522(a)(2) are carried out with respect to all 
refugees admitted to the United States. 
 
Sec. 4.  Resumption of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program.  Within 90 days of this 
order, the Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with the Secretary of State, 
shall submit a report to the President through the Homeland Security Advisor regarding 
whether resumption of entry of refugees into the United States under the USRAP would 
be in the interests of the United States, in light of the policies outlined in section 2 of this 
order.  The Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with the Secretary of State, 
shall submit further reports every 90 days thereafter until I determine that resumption of 
the USRAP is in the interests of the United States. 
 
Sec. 5.  Revocation.  Executive Order 14013 of February 4, 2021 (Rebuilding and 
Enhancing Programs To Resettle Refugees and Planning for the Impact of Climate 
Change on Migration), is hereby revoked. 
 
Sec. 6.  Severability.  If any provision of this order, or the application of any provision to 
any person or circumstance, is held to be invalid, the remainder of this order and the 
application of its other provisions to any other persons or circumstances shall not be 
affected thereby. 
 
Sec. 7.  General Provisions.  (a)  Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or 
otherwise affect: 
 



(i)   the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, or the head 
thereof; or 
 
(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget relating to 
budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
 
(b)  This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations. 
 
(c)  This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the United States, its 
departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE, ​ January 20, 2025. 

​​  
 



SECURING OUR BORDERS 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 
 

January 20, 2025 
 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA), 8 U.S.C. 
1101 et seq., and section 301 of title 3, United States Code, it is hereby ordered: 
 
Section 1.  Purpose.  Over the last 4 years, the United States has endured a large-scale 
invasion at an unprecedented level.  Millions of illegal aliens from nations and regions 
all around the world successfully entered the United States where they are now 
residing, including potential terrorists, foreign spies, members of cartels, gangs, and 
violent transnational criminal organizations, and other hostile actors with malicious 
intent. 
 
Deadly narcotics and other illicit materials have flowed across the border while agents 
and officers spend their limited resources processing illegal aliens for release into the 
United States.  These catch-and-release policies undermine the rule of law and our 
sovereignty, create substantial risks to public safety and security, and divert critical 
resources away from stopping the entry of contraband and fugitives into the United 
States.   
 
We have limited information on the precise whereabouts of a great number of these 
illegal aliens who have entered the United States over the last 4 years. 
 
This cannot stand.  A nation without borders is not a nation, and the Federal 
Government must act with urgency and strength to end the threats posed by an 
unsecured border. 
 
One of my most important obligations is to protect the American people from the 
disastrous effects of unlawful mass migration and resettlement. 
 
My Administration will marshal all available resources and authorities to stop this 
unprecedented flood of illegal aliens into the United States. 
 
Sec. 2.  Policy.  It is the policy of the United States to take all appropriate action to 
secure the borders of our Nation through the following means:   
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(a)  Establishing a physical wall and other barriers monitored and supported by 
adequate personnel and technology; 
 
(b)  Deterring and preventing the entry of illegal aliens into the United States; 
 
(c)  Detaining, to the maximum extent authorized by law, aliens apprehended on 
suspicion of violating Federal or State law, until such time as they are removed from the 
United States; 
 
(d)  Removing promptly all aliens who enter or remain in violation of Federal law; 
 
(e)  Pursuing criminal charges against illegal aliens who violate the immigration laws, 
and against those who facilitate their unlawful presence in the United States; 
 
(f)  Cooperating fully with State and local law enforcement officials in enacting 
Federal-State partnerships to enforce Federal immigration priorities; and 
 
(g)  Obtaining complete operational control of the borders of the United States. 
 
Sec. 3.  Physical Barriers.  The Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall take all appropriate action to deploy and construct temporary and 
permanent physical barriers to ensure complete operational control of the southern 
border of the United States. 
 
Sec. 4.  Deployment of Personnel.  (a)  The Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall take all appropriate and lawful action to deploy sufficient 
personnel along the southern border of the United States to ensure complete 
operational control; and 
 
(b)  The Attorney General and the Secretary of Homeland Security shall take all 
appropriate action to supplement available personnel to secure the southern border and 
enforce the immigration laws of the United States through the use of sections 1103(a)(2) 
and (4)-(6) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1103(a)(2) and (4)-(6)). 
 
Sec. 5.  Detention.  The Secretary of Homeland Security shall take all appropriate 
actions to detain, to the fullest extent permitted by law, aliens apprehended for violations 
of immigration law until their successful removal from the United States.  The Secretary 
shall, consistent with applicable law, issue new policy guidance or propose regulations 
regarding the appropriate and consistent use of lawful detention authority under the 
INA, including the termination of the practice commonly known as “catch-and-release,” 



whereby illegal aliens are routinely released into the United States shortly after their 
apprehension for violations of immigration law. 
 
Sec. 6.  Resumption of Migrant Protection Protocols.  As soon as practicable, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, in coordination with the Secretary of State and the 
Attorney General, shall take all appropriate action to resume the Migrant Protection 
Protocols in all sectors along the southern border of the United States and ensure that, 
pending removal proceedings, aliens described in section 235(b)(2)(C) of the INA (8 
U.S.C. 1225(b)(2)(C)) are returned to the territory from which they came. 
 
Sec. 7.  Adjusting Parole Policies.  The Secretary of Homeland Security shall, 
consistent with applicable law, take all appropriate action to: 
 
(a)  Cease using the “CBP One” application as a method of paroling or facilitating the 
entry of otherwise inadmissible aliens into the United States; 
 
(b)  Terminate all categorical parole programs that are contrary to the policies of the 
United States established in my Executive Orders, including the program known as the 
“Processes for Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans, and Venezuelans.” 
 
(c)  Align all policies and operations at the southern border of the United States to be 
consistent with the policy of Section 2 of this order and ensure that all future parole 
determinations fully comply with this order and with applicable law. 
 
Sec. 8.  Additional International Cooperation.  The Secretary of State, in coordination 
with the Attorney General and the Secretary of Homeland Security, shall take all 
appropriate action to facilitate additional international cooperation and agreements, 
consistent with the policy of Section 2, including entering into agreements based upon 
the provisions of section 208(a)(2)(A) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1158(a)(2)(A)) or any other 
applicable provision of law. 
 
Sec. 9.  DNA and Identification Requirements.  (a)  The Attorney General and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall take all appropriate action to fulfill the 
requirements of the DNA Fingerprint Act of 2005, title X of Public Law 109-162, for all 
aliens detained under the authority of the United States; and 
 
(b)  The Secretary of Homeland Security shall take all appropriate action to use any 
available technologies and procedures to determine the validity of any claimed familial 
relationship between aliens encountered or apprehended by the Department of 
Homeland Security. 



 
Sec. 10.  Prosecution of Offenses.  The Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall take all appropriate action to prioritize the prosecution of 
offenses that relate to the borders of the United States, including the investigation and 
prosecution of offenses that involve human smuggling, human trafficking, child 
trafficking, and sex trafficking in the United States. 
 
Sec. 11.  Additional Measures.  Within 14 days of the date of this order, the Secretary of 
State, the Attorney General, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall provide recommendations to the President 
regarding the use of any other authority to protect the United States from foreign threats 
and secure the southern border. 
 
Sec. 12.  General Provisions.  (a)  Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or 
otherwise affect: 
 
(i)   the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, or the head 
thereof; or 
 
(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget relating to 
budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
 
(b)  This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations. 
 
(c)  This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the United States, its 
departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
​ January 20, 2025. 
 



Statement from a DHS Spokesperson on Directive Expanding Immigration Law 
Enforcement to Some Department of Justice Officials 

 
Release Date: January 23, 2025 
 
 
WASHINGTON – Today, Acting Department of Homeland Security Secretary Benjamine 
Huffman issued a directive essential to fulfilling President Trump’s promise to carry out mass 
deportations. 
 
The directive gives Department of Justice (DOJ) law enforcement officials in the U.S. Marshals, 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives, and the Federal Bureau of Prisons authority to investigate and apprehend illegal 
aliens. 
 
“Thanks to the last Administration’s open border policies, we’ve seen violent criminals and gang 
members terrorize American communities. Today’s action empowers law enforcement officials 
at the DOJ to help identify and apprehend aliens who have illegally come into our country. 
Mobilizing these law enforcement officials will help fulfill President Trump’s promise to the 
American people to carry out mass deportations. For decades, efforts to find a 
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